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sages in which he asserts man's capacity for disinterested
affection, and considers virtue as the sacrifice of private
interests, and the bearing of private evils for the public
good, or as self-devotion to absolute universal good, that
there suddenly burst upon his mind that view of the dignity
of human nature, which was ever after to "uphold and
cherish " him, and thenceforth to be " the fountain-light of
all his day, the master-light of all his seeing." He was, at
the time, walking as he read, beneath a clump of willows
yet standing in the meadow a little to the north of Judge
Dana's house. This was his favourite retreat for study,
being then quite undisturbed and private, and offering a
most serene and cheerful prospect across green meadows
and the glistening river to the Brookline hills The place
and the hour were always sacred in his memory, and he
frequently referred to them with grateful awe. It seemed
to him that he then passed through a new spiritual birth,
and entered upon the day of eternal peace and joy. The
glory of the Divine disinterestedness, the privilege of exist-
ing in a universe of progressive order and beauty, the
possibilities of spiritual destiny, the sublimity of devoted-
ness to the Will of infinite Love, penetrated his soul; and
he was so borne away that (as he said to a friend in later
years) he longed to die, and felt as if heaven alone could
give room for the exercise of such emotions1/

The acceptance accorded to his books, and the influence
gained by his personal character, were not unnoticed by
Hutcheson's College friends and instructors; and were
doubtless looked upon, with natural pride and without
surprise, as continuing in a new scene the impression
which he had left behind him in Glasgow. It is no wonder
therefore that, on the occurrence of a vacancy in 1729, he
was spontaneously appointed to the Chair of Moral Philo-
sophy. It offered neither financial promotion, nor any
bribe to ambition: but it promised him the power of

1 Memoir, in 3 vols. London, 1848. Vol. L pp. 62, 63; Part L
chap. m.